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Take Him Away!
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OPENING HYMN O Dearest Jesus | CW 117

Please stand.
CALL TO WORSHIP
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our 

sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless 

worrying and selfish pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for 
the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, you should 
cast me away from your presence forever. Like the fickle crowds of 
Jerusalem, I have praised you one day and, by my sinful attitude 
and choices, followed the frenzy of this wicked world the next. 
Have mercy on me for the times I have failed to fix my mind and 
heart on you and your gracious will for my life. O Lord, I am sorry 
for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great 
mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our 
sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the 
Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

PRAYER
M: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening prayer. 

We thank you for providing all that we need for body and life. Bless 
us who have gathered in your name. Forgive our sins. Speak to our 
hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your Word, and 
receive our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our 
living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.

C:  Amen.
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Be seated.
PSALM Psalm 22 | CW p.71

Refrain: ♫ Lamb of God, you take away the 
sin of the world; have mercy on us. ♫

My God, My God, why have you for′saken me?*
Why are you so far from ′saving me?

I am a worm and ′not a man,*
Scorned by men and despised by the ′people.

All who see me ′mock me;*
They hurl insults, shaking ′their heads:

“He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD ′rescue him.*
Let him deliver him, since he de′lights in him.”

Refrain

My strength is dried up, and my tongue sticks to
the roof ′of my mouth;*
you lay me in the ′dust of death. 

A band of evil men has en′circled me,*
They have pierced my hands ′and my feet.

They divide my garments a′mong them*
And cast lots for my ′clothing. 

But you, O LORD, be not ′far off;*
O my Strength, come quickly to ′help me.

Glory be to the Father and ‘to the Son*
And to the Holy ‘Spirit,

As it was in the be’ginning,*
Is now, and will be forever. ‘Amen.

Refrain

Please stand.
PSALM PRAYER
M: Lord Jesus, you were taken away to be despised and forsaken on a 

tree. Help us remember that, as you were taken away, so also our sins 
have been taken away by your sacrifice. Do not forsake us in this world, 
but restore us to a new life by your mercy, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.



4

Be seated.
PASSION READING Luke 23:26-56

26 As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on 
his way in from the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry 
it behind Jesus.  27 A large number of people followed him, including 
women who mourned and wailed for him.  28 Jesus turned and said to 
them, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves 
and for your children.  29 For the time will come when you will say, 'Blessed 
are the barren women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that 
never nursed!'  30 Then "'they will say to the mountains, "Fall on us!" and to 
the hills, "Cover us!"'  31 For if men do these things when the tree is green, 
what will happen when it is dry?"

 32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be 
executed.  33 When they came to the place called the Skull, there they 
crucified him, along with the criminals-- one on his right, the other on his 
left.  34 Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 
are doing." And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.

 35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. 
They said, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, 
the Chosen One."

 36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine 
vinegar 37 and said, "If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself."

 38 There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING 
OF THE JEWS.

 39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't 
you the Christ? Save yourself and us!"

 40 But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, 
"since you are under the same sentence?  41 We are punished justly, for we 
are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing 
wrong."

 42 Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom."

 43 Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me 
in paradise."

 44 It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole 
land until the ninth hour, 45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of 
the temple was torn in two.  46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, 
into your hands I commit my spirit." When he had said this, he breathed his 
last.
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47 The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, 
"Surely this was a righteous man."  48 When all the people who had 
gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts 
and went away.  49 But all those who knew him, including the women who 
had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.

 50 Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a 
good and upright man, 51 who had not consented to their decision and 
action. He came from the Judean town of Arimathea and he was waiting for 
the kingdom of God.  52 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus' body.  53 Then he 
took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the 
rock, one in which no one had yet been laid.  54 It was Preparation Day, and 
the Sabbath was about to begin.

 55 The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph 
and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it.  56 Then they went home 
and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in 
obedience to the commandment.  (NIV84®) 

SEASONAL RESPONSE
M: All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the 

iniquity of us all. 
C: By his wounds we are healed.

HYMN   O Sacred Head, Now Wounded | CW 105 (1,4,5,7)

Please stand.
SERMON TEXT John 19:14-18

14 It was the day of Preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth 
hour. 

"Here is your king," Pilate said to the Jews.
15 But they shouted, "Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!" 

"Shall I crucify your king?" Pilate asked. 
"We have no king but Caesar," the chief priests answered.
16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. 
So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 Carrying his own cross, he 

went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha).  
18 Here they crucified him, and with him two others-- one on each side 
and Jesus in the middle. (NIV84®)
Be seated.
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SERMON – Take Him Away
I. The desperate cry of his frightened foes.
II. The quiet consent of his heavenly Father’s aching heart.

OFFERING
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him. Guests, please don’t feel obligated to take part in the offering.  
We’re just happy you’re here as our guest to hear and take to heart the message of 
Jesus. Please fill out the friendship register as it is passed. 

Please stand.
EVENING PRAYER
M: Let us pray.

O God our Father, by your mercy and might, the world turns safely 
into darkness and returns again to light. We place into your hands 
our unfinished tasks, our unsolved problems, and our unfulfilled 
hopes, knowing that only what you bless will prosper. To your 
great love and protection, we commit each other and all those we 
love, knowing that you alone are our sure defender; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

SPECIAL PRAYERS & INTERCESSION

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread; 
forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us; lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, † and the Holy 

Spirit, bless us and keep us.
C: Amen.
Be seated.
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HYMN The Lamb | CWS 714
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